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The Associated Public-Safety communications Officers,

Inc. ("APCOU) hereby submit the following comments in

response to the Commission's Notice of Proposed RUlemaking

in the above-captioned proceeding, FCC 93-119 (released

March 22, 1993).

APCO is the nation's oldest and largest public safety

communications organization representing the interests of

all elements of the public safety radio community. APCO has

nearly 10,000 members involved in the management and

operation of radio communications systems for police, fire,

state and local government, emergency medical, forestry

conservation, highway maintenance, and other public safety

services. Many APCO members are amateur radio licensees

and/or work closely with amateur radio operators in

coordinating emergency response
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APCO supports the FCC's proposal as set forth in the

Notice. Nationwide, many pUblic safety services have built

disaster plans that rely upon the Amateur Radio Service.

The history of their performance in disaster situations is

evidence of the valuable contribution they have made, and

continue to make.

Amateurs have been pioneers in the use of packet radio,

and have established nationwide packet radio networks. This

is a valuable asset in providing assistance to local

authorities in disaster situations as amateur packet radio

stations have the capability to use modern technology to

transmit large amounts of information in printed form in a

short period of time. The 220 MHz band is ideally suited

for the long-range communications needed to establish these

wide area networks.

-2-

1



Therefore, APCO endorses the proposed rulemaking and

urges the Commission to proceed without delay. The proposal

is in the best interest of effective spectrum utilization

and will secure added support for pUblic safety agencies in

disaster situations.

Respectfully submitted,

~/LL
Ronnie Rand
Executive Director
2040 South Ridgewood Avenue
South Daytona, FL 32119
(904) 322-2500

By:

ASSOCIATED PUBLIC-SAFETY
COMMUNICAT NS OFFICERS, INC.

Of Counsel:

John D. Lane
Robert M. Gurss
WILKES, ARTIS, HEDRICK & LANE,

Chartered
1666 K Street, N.W., #1100
Washington, D.C. 20006-2866
(202) 457-7800
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